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By Connie 
ONE TAXPAYER: NOTHING; 
TWO THOUSAND--WOW! 

A lone payer of real estate tax
es is a helpless slob, 

He may go to his elected offi
cials and complain, and he's 
treated to a combination of con
descension and gobbledegook 
and deftly eased out the office 
door. 

But a couple thousand real es
tate taxpayers, mad as hatters, 
knowing they are the main 
source of revenue for our various 
stages of government, especially 
township, school and county-
knowing this, and banding and 
'standing t'ogether: b.-other 1 wiil
.thay be,heard! -'. · · · ·. ·. 

For only the taxpayers (of all 
descriptions) pour money into 
the divers and various offices of 
government and projects emanat
ing therefrom. 

Once the real estate taxpayer 
gets this through :1is long-suffer
ing head, and once he unites 
with other real estate taxpayers, 
he becomes Boss, the guy with
the dough. · 

(And incidentally, some time 
let's take a good, hard look at 
Isabella County's 34.4-mill tax 
rate. That really counts up in 
tax dollars, if you have any tax
able property at all. ) 

For the past 40 years, Govern
ment has behaved as if the tax 
money is free, it belongs to no
body, and therefore is to be 
spent as officials see fit and the 
lowly taxpayer better keep his 
mouth shut, · 

If no other result ever showed 
up from efforts of the Isabella 
County Taxpayers' Association, 
there is one result you can count 
on: All elected officials of 
every segment of government 
will realize that the faceless, 
automatic. payer-inner of real 
estate tax money can gang up 
together with other faceless real 
estate taxpayers and become an 
Organization, 

The power of a taxpayers' orga
.nization lies in the inherent abil
ity of its members to withhold
real estate taxes for· 

three years 
at any given point. 

The Isabella County Taxpayers' 
Association has received eager 
inquiries from other counties on 
how to go about organizing real 
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MR. AND MRS. CIA YTON BEUTLER 
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Beutler will observe their 25th wedding an

niversary next Sunday afternoon, Jan. 17, from 1 to Sp. m., 
with an Open House sponsored by their children at the Masonic 
Hall in Weidman. Their many friends, and relatives, are cor
dially invited to attend and congratulate them, 

,-;::�---'-.-.:..---------1 
Clayton and Fern have lived 

23 years in their pleasant home 
at the corner of the Coleman and 
Brinton Roads. For a number of 
years they operated a general 
store on the corner. 

They have three children, Clif
ton, Frederick, married to Cathy 
McArthur and living in Weidman, 
and Mary, who is a Senior in the 
Chippewa Hills High School this 
year. 

Clayton has been employed 34 
years with the same oil company, 
the old Pure Oil Company now 
merged into Union Oil Company 
of California. Clayton works in 
the Porter oil field east of Mt. 
Pleasant. 

Fer11 started work as secretary 

JUD CE CAMPBELL SAYS 
COURT NOT TO "INTERFERE 
WITH A LEGtSLATIVE BODY" 

Judge Robert H. Campbell de
nied a motion Tuesday morning 
by the Isabella County Taxpay
ers' Association to restrain the 
County Board of Commissioners 
from making a final payment of 
$80,000 to the GEM Surveys, 
Inc. 

The suit, filed Jan. 8, asked 
the court to prohibit the Board 
from authorizing the final huge 
payment of county tax monies 
to the survey firm on its county
wide appraisals of real estate 
properties. 

Judge Campbell said he was 
not dismissing the Taxpayers' As
sociation's suit, but that it would 
be left open for any further ac-

to the superintendent of the W eid 
man Community School in 1966, 
and since the reorganiz;:,.tion of 
schools has been secretary to the 
principal at the Weidman school 
of the Chippewa Hills School Sys• 

. tion which may come up at a 
later date. 

tern. 
Both are members of the Weid

man Eastern Stars, and Clayton 
is a long-time member of the 
Masonic Lodge at Weidman, 

The Judge said that this was 
not the proper time, based on 
the complaint filed, for the 
court to hear the merits of GEM 

l 
SHrvey, but that it was the re-,. 
sponsibility of the Board of Coun• 
ty Commissioners to determine 
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Men in Uniform 

PVT. GERARD STRAUS 
Pvt. Gerard Stt,aus, son of Mr. 

and Mrs. Harold Straus, was 
home for the Christmas holiday 
on a 14-day leave. He spent 
three days of his leave in the 
hospital at Fort Knox, ill with 
a cold. He returned to the base 
Jan. 2. 

Gerard his enlisted in the Ar
my on a two-year hitch. He 
attended the Beal City school, 

He is very homesick, and would 
greatly appreciate letters or cards 
from folks back home. Here's 
his address: 

Pvt. Gerard Straus,  STC, 4th 
BDE, USARCA, Fort Knox, Ky. 
40121. 
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the merits of the appraisal re
sults by GEM. 

This was not encouraging to  
real estate taxpayers, inasmuch 
as Robert Grinzinger, Isabella 
County Equalization Director, 
testified that he had followed 
GEM's work closely and even 
had worked with them in the 
field. 

The suit was filed last Friday, 
asking for a restraining order to 
prohibit the Board of County Com
missioners from making their 
final payment of $ 80, 000 to the 
GEivl Survey outfit. The suit was 
filed by the Isabella County Tax
payers' Association. 

Named as defendants were the 
Isabella County Board of Com
missioners, the Isabella County 
Equalization Department (Robert 
Grinzinger), and the GEM Surveys. 
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